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upon with no friendly eyes by French and English competitors, but still 
they come and prosper. They lend money to the farmers at thirty per 
cent ; they keep gambling houses, in which prostitutes meet their victims, 
servants waste their wages, and officials squander the funds in their 
charge ; they sell goods cheaper than their rivals, and they exhibit that 
combination of energy, shrewdness and viciousness for which they are 
pre-eminent wherever they find a footing in Europe, Asia or America. 

The chief evil in the French administrators, according to our author, 
is that they seek to intrude the customs and the laws of their own 
country with too little attention to the habits, the prejudices and the 
superstitions of those under their rule. Like the French philosophers of 
the last century, they refuse to recognize the infinite differences in man- 
ners and morals among different classes and races of men. They wish 
the natives to become civilized Parisians, while these prefer to remain 
ignorant Annamites. The missionaries desire to make the inhabitants 
Christians, and they have a strong preference for remaining heathen. 
Hence the feelings and prejudices of the natives are wounded ; and the 
Frenchman, who might be regarded as a benefactor if he would confine 
himself to improving roads and enlarging trade, is regarded as an 
oppressor when he snubs a mandarin and lights his pipe in a pagoda. 
Such evils always attend the meeting of a higher and lower civilization, 
and time alone can determine whether the French occupation of these 
populous countries will result in the mutual advantage of the invaders 
and the invaded. 

James Breck Perkins. 

La France provinciate : vie sociale, mceurs administrativcs. Par 
Ren6 Millet. Paris, Librairie Hachette et C le , 1888. — x, 330 pp. 

At a time when the political future of France is viewed with distrust 
by almost every observer; when her last experiment in government 
seems about to succumb to the same untoward fate that has overtaken 
all her experiments for a hundred years, it is, to say the least, extremely 
refreshing to meet any one — especially a Frenchman — who has faith 
in his country's political capacity, and a strong belief that, under all the 
apparent disturbance and disorder of the present, there is a powerful 
current in France in the direction of peaceful government and orderly 
administration. This belief is held by M. Millet, and he has written 
La France provinciate to express it. The text of the entire work is that 
" Paris n'est pas la France," and that in French provincial life are to be 
found the reserves of strength which will ultimately save the country from 
the excesses of the capital. M. Millet examines one by one the ele- 
ments which go to make up " la vie provinciale " and, by an analysis 
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which seems as just as it is artistic, shows that under the rude and, to 
the Parisian, unattractive exterior of the " gens de province " there are 
truer hearts and more loyal instincts, greater political capacity and 
stronger faith in the future of France than can be found in the more 
polished citizens of the metropolis. M. Millet calls attention to one fact 
of the first importance which is often ignored : that the whole course of 
administrative legislation, not merely since the establishment of the 
present republic but from an earlier date, has been towards decentrali- 
zation. The powers of the various local authorities have been greatly 
increased ; and (to say nothing of the municipalities) there have arisen, 
in each of the eighty-odd departments into which France is divided, a 
local legislature and popular administrative authorities, which are not 
only assuming more and more powers, but are year by year turning out 
a large number of citizens accustomed to the exercise of public power 
and endowed with that moderation and those more practical ideas which 
are so apt to result from the discharge of public functions. 

Of course much remains to be done before France can possess any 
system of local government like our own or even like that of Germany. 
As M. Millet points out, the financial relations of the central and local 
authorities are much too close and the central control over the acts of 
the localities is much too strict to permit local spirit to develop as it 
should. But much has been accomplished which must tell on the near 
future. 

M. Millet's hopeful view of the French political situation must infuse 
itself, to some degree, into the minds of his readers. Some of them 
may think his view too optimistic, but no one can lay his book down 
without feeling that there is more hope for France than is commonly 
assumed ; that the saving " remnant " is larger and more powerful than 
is commonly believed. 

It is almost praise enough for a book to say that it must influence the 
reader's opinion ; but one thing more must be said of M. Millet's work : 
it thoroughly gratifies the reader's taste. The style has that charm of 
finish which is commoner in French work than in that of any other 
people, but far from common even in France. 

To the student of politics, the book will be useful as a description of 
French political habits. There is nothing in a nation's civilization of 
which it is so difficult for a foreigner to gain a correct conception as its 
habits ; and it is particularly difficult for an Anglo-Saxon to understand 
the ways of the French. In this respect, La France provinciate is invalu- 
able. One might read volumes of laws and of legal treatises and not 
carry off so true an idea of the way the French do things as can be ob- 
tained from this little book. 

F. J. G. 



